THE BOOK OF

JOHN

A STUDY TO JUMPSTART YOUR FAITH

Get Going.
Keep Growing.
If you are ready to jumpstart your faith
with Jesus, the Book of John is a great
place to start. Nowhere is God’s saving
grace stated more clearly than in John.
The essentials are this: Christ is the
true Son of God, He lived a perfect life
and died a brutal death for you. This
is your foundation to build everything
else upon.
The Book of John reveals that Jesus is
God through detailed accounts of His
many miracles. They include turning
water into wine, healing the blind and
diseased, and walking on water. These
miracles were performed not simply
to relieve human sufferings or to meet
human needs, but rather to clearly
make His claim as the Son of God.
So here’s the challenge: 21 chapters in
21 days. Read one chapter a day for the
next three weeks and as a
supplement to your readings, work
through the ten personal studies.
They’ll help guide you through the
Bible’s most meaningful lessons.

The Book of John// 5

JOHN 1

“The Word became flesh
and made his dwelling
among us. We have seen
his glory, the glory of the
One and Only, who came
from the Father, full of
grace and truth.” John 1:14

THE BOOK OF JOHN begins with one of the greatest truths
for any follower of Christ. Whether you have known Christ for
many years or you are just beginning your walk with God, this
truth is vital: Jesus, a flesh and blood human who walked this
earth 2,000 years ago, was fully God. The Apostle John gets
right to this important truth with the opening verses and sets
the tone for the entire book as each chapter unfolds Jesus as
the “Word,” and proclaims Him to be one with God. This is the
person you have entered into a relationship with. This opening
chapter will set the foundation for the next 21 days.

1. What titles and terms does John use to introduce the person
of Jesus?

2. How do these descriptions of Jesus help you understand
who He is? What was Jesus’ mission or goal?
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3. John the Baptist (not the author of the book, but a person
bearing the same name) makes sure people understand that
John the Baptist is not the Christ. How would you summarize
John the Baptist’s testimony concerning Jesus?

4. What is comforting about the fact that God took on human
form? What does Jesus’ willingness to become human reveal
about His heart?

5. In verses 35-51, how does each person respond to the
testimony he hears about Jesus? What does this say about
what our response should be towards Jesus?

Thoughts:

The Book of John// 7

JOHN 2

“...He thus revealed his
glory, and his disciples put
their faith in him.”
John 2:11b

IN CHAPTER 2, we see Jesus demonstrate His power and
authority. Jesus turns water into wine (His first public miracle)
at a wedding. Then, we see Jesus showing His authority over
the temple by ridding it of those who had turned it into a
marketplace. These two instances prove to us that Jesus was
God in human form.
1. Why do you think Jesus chose to attend this wedding? For
whose benefit did He do this miracle?

2. According to verse 11, Jesus desired to show His glory
in the miracle, rather than simply saving the groom from
embarrassment. How does this speak to you? In what
situations in your own life do you need Jesus to perform a
miracle?

3. What do you believe to be the significance of Jesus’ claim
that the temple is “my Father’s house”? (v.16)
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4. How does the picture of Jesus painted in verses 15-16 differ
from the popular concept of Jesus in today’s culture?

5. This passage depicts both truly devoted followers of
Christ and others who seemed to be marked by only a
superficial enthusiasm for Christ. They look very similar, so
how can we tell the difference between the genuine and the
insincere? What can you change in your own life to move from
enthusiasm to sincere devotion?

Thoughts:

The Book of John// 9

JOHN 9

“‘Go,’ Jesus told him, ‘wash
in the Pool of Siloam.’ So
the man went and washed,
and came home seeing.”
John 9:7

IN CHAPTER 9, we meet a man who was blind since birth.
Jesus interacts with this man, and his life is changed forever.
Jesus’ disciples also learn a truth from this interaction
that became vital to their ministry. In the same way, your
understanding of this interaction is vital to the growth of your
relationship with Christ.
1. Based on the question that the disciples ask in verse 2
and Jesus’ response to that question, what is the difference
between Jesus’ view and the disciples’ view of the relationship
between sickness and sin? What assumptions do the disciples
make in their question?

2. In verse 5, Jesus claims to be the light of the world. What do
you think He means by this? In what sense does the physical
healing of the blind man confirm Jesus’ spiritual claim?
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3. Why do you think Jesus goes through the process of making
mud, and then requiring the man to walk to a specific place to
wash the mud off? Jesus could have healed the man right on
the spot. Why didn’t He heal him instantly? To what might this
say about some of the places in our lives that Jesus wants to
bring healing?

4. If you had been one of the townspeople, how do you think
you would have responded? What can we learn from the
response of the neighbors to the blind man’s healing?

5. The beauty and lesson of this miracle is that Jesus can use
our brokenness and the darkness of our lives as a platform for
displaying how amazing He is. Through what weakness, failed
relationship, or disability in your life could God demonstrate
His glory?

Thoughts:

The Book of John// 11

JOHN 10

“I am the good shepherd;
I know my sheep and my
sheep know me - just as
the Father knows me and
I know the Father - and I
lay down my life for my
sheep.” John 10:14-15

IN CHAPTER 10, you will read one of the most moving pictures
of our salvation and assurance in Christ found anywhere in the
Bible. Jesus tells the story of a shepherd protecting his sheep
in a sheepfold. Jesus Christ loves you. You are one of His sheep
and He cares for His sheep.

1. As you read through verses 1-21, list out the characteristics of
the following:
a. The sheep pen:
b. The shepherd:
c. The thief:
d. The sheep:
e. The gate:
f. The hired hand:

2. After reading verses 11-15, what can you learn about Jesus’
care and relationship with you after reading about the
shepherd’s care for his sheep?
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3. What does it mean to you that no one took Jesus’ life from
Him, but that He laid down His life on His own accord (v. 1718)? What does this say about Jesus, and what does it say
about His love for you?

4. Read John 10:28-29. Since these verses are talking about
you as Jesus’ sheep, what does it mean for you?

5. How can this promise and assurance help you when you are
struggling with doubt, especially concerning Christ’s love for
you or your salvation?

Thoughts:

The Book of John// 13

JOHN 11

“Lazarus is dead, and for
your sake I am glad I was
not there, so that you may
believe. But let us go to
him.” John 11:14

IN CHAPTER 11, you will learn that we should never fear death
ever again. For many people, the thought of death is a scary
thought. But we will learn that Jesus conquers death. In this,
we also learn that Jesus cares for us in our pain. We see a
family struggling with the loss of a loved one, and Jesus comes
on the scene and raises the loved one back to life. Jesus brings
hope and healing, even to
your life.

1. How did Mary and Martha feel about Jesus’ late arrival? Do
you think Jesus’ words were reassuring to the ladies?

2. What is the connection between the seeming conflict
between Jesus’ love for Lazarus and His decision to “stay
where He was for two more days” (verse 5)? Why does Jesus
allow Lazarus to die?
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3. What elements of doubt and faith do you see in Martha’s
statement to Jesus in verses 17-27? How does Jesus stretch
Martha’s faith in this encounter?

4. Verse 35 is a simple verse, but a profound verse. What does
it say about Jesus?

5. In what ways does this chapter help you understand how to
respond to personal difficulty or the apparent delay of God in
answering your prayers? How does this chapter help you
better understand past disappointments?

Thoughts:

The Book of John// 15

JOHN 13

“Now that I, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your
feet, you should also wash
one another’s feet. I have
set an example that you
should do as I have done
for you.” John 13:14-15

IN CHAPTER 13, we see Jesus in the role of a servant to His
disciples by washing their feet. In doing this, He is showing us
His true heart and compassion for those who follow Him. And
yet He is also setting an example that He wants each of us to
imitate in our relationships with others.

1. Read verses 1-3. What do you think the atmosphere was like
at this meal? What feelings did Jesus have for His disciples?

2. Now read verses 4-5. In the light of the answers to question
1, what is remarkable about what Jesus does next?

3. What did it show the disciples about Jesus when He decided
to wash their feet instead of simply teaching them about love
through a sermon?
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4. In your life, what are some of the equivalents to washing
someone’s feet?

5. In verses 6-11, what is Peter’s motivation in his words, and
what is Jesus trying to teach Peter in His response to him?
Why is it sometimes difficult for us to receive someone else
serving us?

6. Jesus’ message to the disciples is summed up in verse 34.
How can you serve those around you with God’s love?

Thoughts:

The Book of John// 17

JOHN 15

“As the Father has loved me,
so have I loved you. Now
remain in my love. If you
obey my commands, you will
remain in my love, just as I
have obeyed my Father’s
commands and remain in His
love.” John 15:9-10

IN CHAPTER 15, we see Jesus use the example of a vine and its
branches to show one of the keys to your continued spiritual
growth. Jesus emphasizes the importance of staying close to
Him spiritually. To His disciples, He simply said, “Remain in me.”
This simple message will carry you a long way in your walk
with God.
1. Jesus uses three symbols in this chapter to help describe His
relationship with those who follow Him: the vine, the gardener,
and the branches. What do you think is Jesus’ point in calling
you a branch and Himself the vine?

2. “Bearing fruit” can be seen in many ways, whether growth in
character or knowledge or relationships. What kind of fruit are
you already seeing in your life? What fruit would you like to
see in your life?

3. If you notice, Jesus did not command us to bear fruit. He
said, “remain in me,” and the fruit will grow. Why do you think
Jesus used those instructions?
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4. What are some things that you can do to help you remain
in Christ? Or, what are some specific things that you can do to
stay close to Jesus?

5. Read verses 9-17. What does Jesus say the fruit of our lives
will be if we remain in Him? What is the evidence of a fruitful
life?

Thoughts:

The Book of John// 19

JOHN 17

“Father, the time has come.
Glorify your Son, that your
Son may glorify You.”
John 17:1

IN CHAPTER 17, Jesus spends a lot of time in prayer. He prays
for Himself, for His disciples, and then for you. He is about to
go through the biggest trial of His life: His crucifixion. Yet even
in this difficult time, every believer, from both then and now, is
on Jesus’ mind when He says this prayer.

1. Jesus opens up the chapter with one main prayer request
- that the Father would glorify Him so that He might glorify
the Father. What do we mean when we talk about glorifying
God? In your own words, why do you think that this was so
important to Jesus?

2. In His prayer for the disciples, Jesus asks God the Father to
protect them against the evil one. Why would protection from
the evil one be so important in Jesus?
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3. In verse 17, Jesus asks God to sanctify His disciples through
the Word. “Sanctify” means to set something apart, make it
different, and make it holy. How do you allow God’s Word to
have that kind of effect in your life? From what do you think
you are being set apart?

4. Write a prayer based on the one Jesus modeled. Say a
prayer for yourself, for the people closest to you, and for the
people you influence in your workplace, friendships and/or
neighborhood.

Thoughts:

The Book of John// 21

JOHN 19

“Pilate had a notice
prepared and fastened on
the cross. It read: JESUS
OF NAZARETH, THE KING
OF THE JEWS.” John 19:19

IN CHAPTER 19, you will read about the gruesome and painful
crucifixion of Jesus. You will learn about the death that He
willingly died for each of us. You will read His last words. But
most importantly, you will see the love that Jesus had for each
of us as He hung on the cross and died for our sins...in our
place.

1. Three groups of people are involved in the death of Jesus:
the soldiers, the Jewish leaders, and Pilate. Based on what you
read in Chapter 19, how would you characterize each of their
attitudes toward Jesus?

2. How do you feel their attitudes toward Jesus parallel those
of
our society today?

3. What statements of the account of Jesus’ arrest, trial, and
crucifixion point to the fact that Jesus still had all the power?
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4. How do you feel when you stop to ponder the fact that
Jesus Christ suffered and died on a cruel cross for your sins?
When have you been most affected by this truth?

5. Jesus’ final statement on the cross was, “It is finished.”
What do you think Jesus meant when He said this? Why is it
important to believe that Jesus has completely achieved our
salvation on
the cross?

Thoughts:

The Book of John// 23

JOHN 20+21

“Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: ‘I have
seen the Lord!’” John 20:18
IN CHAPTERS 20 AND 21, we experience the resurrection of
Jesus Christ. We experience the power of Christ to overcome
the grave and live again. These facts are the foundation of our
faith. Without the resurrection, Jesus could not be our Savior.
He would have been defeated. But He wasn’t defeated. He
conquered death; both His death and our death!

1. Why do you think it was hard for some to believe that Jesus
rose from the dead?

2. How did Jesus deal with Thomas’ doubt? What does that
reveal about Jesus’ heart towards honest doubt? What’s
the difference between honest doubt and hard-hearted
skepticism?

3. In Chapter 21 verses 7-8, Peter hears, “It is the Lord,” jumps
out of the boat, and swims towards Jesus. What does it say
about the relationship between Peter and Jesus?
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4. Jesus goes to great lengths to restore Peter to the man
Jesus knows he can be. How does this yet again reveal Jesus’
heart? What lessons are here for us even after our failure?

5. Pretend that Jesus is talking to you with the following
statements. How would you respond? What would these words
mean to you in the context of your life?
a. Do you truly love me?
b. Take care of my sheep.
c. You must follow me.

6. As you have now studied John’s gospel account, what aspects of Jesus’ character or ministry have impressed you the
most? What are the life applications you will take away from
this study?

Thoughts:

The Book of John// 25

26 // The Book of John

The Book of John// 27

We hope you were
encouraged by this study
of John. We hope that you
were strengthened and
challenged by the message
of hope, encouragement,
and love. Now, take this
same approach with other
books of the Bible. And
take what you learn from
His Word and apply it to
your life.
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