
OVERCOMING EMPTY RELIGION    
For the week of June 21, 2020 
James 2:18 
Full message available at highpoint.church/currentseries

Goal:  
To understand how faith and works coexist, cooperate, and compliment one 
another.

RACE, JUSTICE, AND FAITH: A ROUND TABLE 
DISCUSSION (BONUS) 

• This weekend Pastor Ron said, “Faith and works don’t compete with 
one another, but compliment each other.” When was the last time 
you experienced this truth?

• If you identify as a believer, which of the following points was the 
hardest to overcome? If you are not yet a believer, which point are 
you struggling to overcome? Why?

• Empty Religion is made up of ALL talk and NO action.

• Empty Religion focuses on what I DO to earn eternal life versus 
what’s BEEN DONE for me to receive the free gift of salvation

• Empty Religion is based upon my obedience to a predetermined set 
of rules and regulations at the expense of a heartfelt relationship with 
Christ Empty Religion is a result of intellectual consent to a creed or 
catechisms without true life change

• Empty Religion is focused on the outside rather than the inside. 

GET GOING 
• Describe the last time you were excluded from something. What 

happened? How did you feel the sting of favoritism? (relationally, socially, 
systemically, vocationally…)

• Exclusion is not the same as favoritism, but favoritism builds on the 
principles of exclusion. How would you describe the difference between 
exclusion and favoritism? What are some biblical principles that stand 
against favoritism?

GET GROWING
• How does Jesus exemplify the truth that faith and works coexists, 

cooperates and compliments one another in Luke 10:25-37? 

• When it comes to consistently living out your faith, with which character 
(from Luke 10:25-37) do you think Jesus would identify you? Why? 

GROWTH 
G U I D E
FOR YOU. YOUR FAMILY. YOUR GROUP.

GROWTH
G U I D E

http://highpoint.church/currentseries
https://www.highpoint.church/reconciliation/
https://www.highpoint.church/reconciliation/


• Read James 2:18-20. How have you (or someone you know) exemplified 
a faith that is powerful, purposeful, and useful? 

• In the message this weekend Pastor Ron said, “Empty religion is when 
our faith and works do NOT cooperate with each other but actually 
compete with each other resulting in good moralistic behavior at the 
expense of true saving faith.” How have you seen overemphasis on faith 
(only) or overemphasis on works (only) produce empty religion? 

• How does James 2:26 help explain the cooperation between faith and 
works highlighted in James 2:20-25?

Bonus Challenge 
We want to continue to be a church where we advocate for justice, racial 
reconciliation and biblical peace. Choose one tangible action, to show your 
faith by your works, in light of the death of George Floyd and other BIPOC, and 
conversations around racial justice e.g. attend a peaceful protest, choose to 
listen to the story of a person of color…  

Memory Verse
“But someone will say, ‘You have faith; I have deeds. Show me your faith 
without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds” (James 2:18). 


