
OVERCOMING SELF-SUFFICIENCY:  
GOD’S WILL NOT MY WILL    
For the week of July 19, 2020 
James 4:13-17 
Full message available at highpoint.church/currentseries

Goal:  
To lean not on our own understanding, but rely on the wisdom of God and follow 
His direction.

GET GOING 
• To be a “self-made” individual is a high achievement in today’s 

culture. Someone who has worked hard, pulled themselves up by the 
bootstraps, climbed the ladder and made something out of nothing is 
encouraged to be proud of themselves. How does the text in James 4 
compare or contrast with this mindset?

• Pastor Ron says too often that we, “exclude God instead of including 
Him, looking down instead of up.” After reading this passage and 
hearing the message, why is it that we often exclude God instead of 
including him?

• There is a direct correlation between pride and self-sufficiency. 
Romans 12:3 says we are, “to not think more highly of ourselves than 
we ought to think.” In your own life, when do you find yourself most 
often thinking of yourself more highly than you ought to?

KEEP GROWING 
• Pastor Ron stated that there are three aspects to God’s will:

• God’s sovereign will--Cannot be denied
• God’s moral will--Must be obeyed
• God’s personal or individual will--We have freedom to choose

How do these three aspects  help us as we use Godly wisdom to discern 
God’s will for us?

• “When we disobey God, we defy His authority and despise His 
holiness. But when we fail to trust God, we doubt His sovereignty and 
question His goodness [...]God views our distrust in Him as seriously 
as He views our disobedience.” -Jerry Bridges

• Are there any areas in your life where you are distrusting God? 
Why is hard to trust God in those areas?

GROWTH 
G U I D E
FOR YOU. YOUR FAMILY. YOUR GROUP.
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• Pastor Ron gave five steps to follow God’s will:
• Experience it Personally (Acts 22:14)
• Understand it Thoroughly (EPh 5:17)
• Practice it Humbly (1 Thess 4:3)
• Live it Genuinely (Eph 6:6)
• Share it Confidently (Col 1:9)

Which of these steps will you focus on this week?

Bonus Challenge 
Download the booklet, “7 God Honoring Questions that Lead to God 
Glorifying Decisions” from our website and work through it over the next 
week to  implement these questions as you make decisions.

Memory Verse
“The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps”  
(Prov 16:9).
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