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Goal:  
To allow Jesus to change how you see. And to use what you have, as you trust 
 in Him.

GET GOING 
• What rises in your heart when you hear the words, “social justice?” If 

a negative feeling arises, how would you distinguish between social 
justice and biblical justice?

• Randy Alcorn says, “When earth becomes our heaven--when we see 
God’s blessings as being primarily immediate and temporal--we lose 
sight of who we are, why we are here, and what awaits us beyond the 
horizons of this world.” In what ways does this quote challenge or 
encourage you to keep going? 

• How does James 5:1-6, go against popular phrases like, “We must 
pursue the American Dream!” or “We need to get rich or die trying!”?

KEEP GROWING 
• The verb tense for “rotted” and “moth-eaten” in James 5:2 are 

in the perfect tense. James is implying that riches on earth are 
“continually useless” (perfect tense). How have you experienced 
this to be true or not true? 

• James points to two different manifestations of selfishness in James 
5:4-6. Out of the two, which is harder for you to overcome? 

• Disregarding justice, i.e. selfishness with wages (or, more 
broadly, not giving where credit is due to your friends, peers, 
coworkers, family, leaders...) cf. Micah 3:5

• Self-indulgence, i.e. buying and collecting everything your heart 
desires cf. Matthew 6:20-21

• A reflexive “reaction” to James 5:1-6 is to give more i.e. be more 
generous or to tithe. Read Matthew 23:23-24. How does Jesus push 
back against reactionary generosity, and couple giving with justice 
and mercy? 

GROWTH 
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• How does the Good News of Jesus coming to earth, living a perfect 
life, and dying on the cross so that you might be found blameless 
change how you see others and use what you have?

Bonus Challenge 
We all have spiritual blindspots, i.e. areas of our life that may not be fully 
surrendered to Jesus. Reconsider the two manifestations of selfishness: 
disregarding justice and self-indulgence. Find a trusted person, and 
ask them this week: “In what area of my life am I not pursuing justice?” 
or “In what area of my life do you see me engage in unhealthy self-
indulgence?”

Memory Verse
“But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also”  
(Matthew 16:20-21).


