





WHAT DOES
THE BIBLE

SAY ABOUT
BAPTISM?




WHERE DOES BAPTISM
COME FROM?

A Look at John the Baptist and Jesus...

We begin our study with a look at the first evidences
of the practice of baptism in the Bible and in
the world. Though the Old Testament speaks of
ceremonial cleansing rituals (where a person
would wash his or her body before offering a
sacrifice; ie. Leviticus 17:15), the specific act
of baptism first appears in the Gospels with
John the Baptist. In fact, in the ancient world,

no other form of baptism predates John’s

ministry in the sense that John intended. We'd
be accurate therefore to say that the evidence
suggests that John did it first. Let’s have a look

together at what this ministry was all about.
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WHAT DID JOHN’S MINISTRY OF
BAPTISM LOOK LIKE?

Read Matthew 3:1-17 (see also Mark 1:1-11, Luke 3:1-22, and
John 1:19-34)

Where is John baptizing the people who come to him?

What else is John doing in the wilderness besides baptizing
people (v1)? Do you think this is significant?

What is he calling the people to do prior to being baptized
(v2,811)?

What do you think the word "repentance” means?

What happens immediately after Jesus is baptized?




IF JESUS IS SINLESS AND JOHN’S BAPTISM IS A
BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE, WHY IS JESUS BAPTIZED

BY JOHN?

This does seem to be a puzzling question and is even one with
which John the Baptist wrestles. When Jesus approaches him to be
baptized, John says, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come

to me” (Matthew 3:14)?

Jesus’ answer to John’s question is fairly straightforward: “Let it
be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness”

(Matthew 3:15).

TRUTH:

The Jordan River is the major
river running through the nation
of Israel. It is a significant body
of water and still a public place
for gathering and interaction
today. Anyone being baptized
by John the Baptist would
have been baptized in a very
visible way before many
people whom he or she knew.
Baptism was always done in
front of a group of people.

Since we’ve learned that the
practice of baptism begins here
with John, and that the Old
Testament makes no mention of
baptism, Jesus can not have had
anything in view pertaining to Old
Testament righteousness through
the Law. Likewise, John’s baptism
is one of repentance (Acts 13:24).
Since Jesus is sinless, He is not,
nor would He ever be, in need of
repenting from sin.

Instead, what happens at Jesus’
baptism is a public association
with a lost people as He begins
His public ministry proclaiming

the arrival of the Kingdom of Heaven. Rather than identifying Himself
as a sinner in need of repentance, He identifies Himself with the
people who desperately need the forgiveness that can only come

from Him.



HOW DO | GET BAPTIZED?
Sprinkled, immersed or poured?

In the history of the Church, there have been various
methods of baptizing individuals. Historically,
these methods include sprinkling, pouring, and
immersing. You may have come from a tradition
where the method of baptism was critical to the
membership within the local church, or you may
have come from one that cared little about it.
On the other hand, you may not come from a
church tradition, and you’re puzzled as to how
baptism is practiced in this day and age. The
fact is, the method of baptism is an important
guestion that needs to be answered as we
proceed. So what, if anything, does God’s

Word have to say onthe method of baptism?



DOES THE LOCATION WHERE
BAPTISMS TOOK PLACE IN THE NEW
TESTAMENT HELP US SOLVE WHICH
METHOD WAS USED?

Read Matthew 3:16, Mark 1:9-10, John 3:23, and Acts 8:36-39

In each of the above passages, there is a common element.
What is that?

e Which method do you think is practiced in these passages?
What, from an initial reading of the text, indicates to you that
there is more than just sprinkling or pouring?

WHICH METHOD BEST CAPTURES THE
SYMBOLISM BEHIND BAPTISM?

Read Romans 6:3-4 and Colossians 2:12

What is the symbolism behind baptism?

e Which method do you think best captures the symbolism:
immersion, pouring, or sprinkling?




DOES THE WORD USED TO DESCRIBE BAPTISM IN THE
ORIGINAL LANGUAGE HELP US UNDERSTAND THE
METHOD TODAY?

The New Testament was originally written in a form of ancient Greek
known as Koine Greek. Koine Greek, like our English language today,
is rich in its diversity and assortment of vocabulary, and it allowed
the New Testament writers to have very specific terminology to
communicate very specific truths.

This verbal precision is extremely helpful for us today as we consider
the method of baptism. The reason for this is simply that the writers
of the New Testament chose a word that answers our question of the
method of baptism decisively. Though in fact they could have chosen
a number of words to describe the act of placing water on individuals,
such as “sprinkling,” or “pouring,” or even “moistening,” in every single
instance, only one verb was deliberately chosen, baptizo.

Baptizo has a narrow meaning T R U T H m
denoting “plunging,” “dipping,” or (]
“dunking.” This one word, used 77 5 different writers in the

times in the New Testament, is also New Testament (Matthew,

used outside the Bible to describe
the process of dying fabric by Mark, Luke, John and Paul)
all used the same Greek

immersing it fully into the dye mix, . -
and is even in nautical language to word baptizo to describe

describe a shipwreck in which the the practice of baptism.
sailing vessel completely sinks.

You may be wondering, "l accepted Jesus at a church where | was
baptized by being sprinkled. Did that count, or does this mean | need
to get re-baptized?”

No, you don't need to get re-baptized. If your heart at the time of your
baptism was obedient to Christ, and in following the leadership of your
church you were baptized by another method as a professing believer
in Jesus Christ before a body of believers, we believe that this was a
genuine baptism. We are not hung up on the display of the symbol so
much as we are concerned about the heart.

SO WHAT? WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR ME?

It is clear from the context of the passages describing baptisms,
from the sense behind the symbolism and from the meaning of the
single word used, that believers are baptized by immersion in water.
Therefore, in seeking to follow the teachings of Scripture, in both the
original language of the New Testament as well as the practices in its
accounts, when you proceed with baptism at Highpoint Church, you
will be submerged completely under water.



WHO SHOULD
BE BAPTIZED?

What kind of person can be baptized?

So far, we've looked at the origin of baptism and
how it’s practiced, and now we turn to examine
what kind of person should be baptized. Perhaps
you’ve come from a church background that
baptizes infants, or one that requires baptism in
that particular church, or perhaps you haven’t even
considered who gets baptized. Regardless of where
you fit in, examining what the Bible tells us about who
should be baptized is a critical question we need to

answer. As before, we’'ll dive into the Bible for answers.




WHAT MUST HAPPEN IN
SOMEONE’S LIFE BEFORE HE OR SHE
IS BAPTIZED?

e For each Scripture reference, identify which event came first and
which came second:

Acts 2:41
Received Peter’s word
Baptized

Acts 8:12
Baptized
Believed Peter’s message

Acts 8:35-36
Heard the good news about Jesus
Baptized

Acts 18:8
Baptized
Heard Paul and believed

 Read Acts 2:36-41, and give the first requirement that must occur
in a person’s life before he or she can be baptized. How long do
the people wait to be baptized?

Requirement 1

How long until baptized?

e Read Acts 8:11-12, 16:25-33 and 18:8, and give the second
requirement that must occur in a person’s life before he or
she can be baptized. How long do these individuals wait to
be baptized?

Requirement 2

How long until baptized?

e From your reading in the Bible, where do you think baptism
ought to be done in the believer’s life?

O at the beginning of his or her new life in Christ as one of the
first acts of obedience?

O in the middle of his or her walk, once sin has been dealt with?

O near the end when he or she can be sure that sin is gone?



SO WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR ME?

From the accounts in the Book of Acts, it seems clear that baptism
is to be considered an initiatory practice by newer believers in Jesus
Christ. In fact, the only requirements for this public profession of
faith are a deliberate turning from sin (repentance), and a turning

to Christ in faith for what He has done in dying for our sins (belief).
These two requirements, repentance and belief in Jesus Christ, are all
that are necessary for someone to be baptized.

BUT WHAT IF | DON’T THINK I’'M READY?

This is a common objection to pursuing obedience through baptism.
Often, people may be hesitant on baptism, thinking that they are
not ready or there are areas in their life that need changing first.
However, the New Testament is clear that if you have received Christ
and want to follow Him, there isn’t anything else you need to do

to get ready. In fact, it seems that the New Testament directs us to
people who are baptized before they have time to get their lives in
order. The truth is that you are ready to be baptized as soon as you
understand the responsibility to do it.

A HELPFUL ILLUSTRATION: THE FOOTBALL JERSEY

It may be helpful to consider baptism along the lines of a football
jersey. Imagine that you are a very good football player who has
just signed on to a professional team and is given a contract to
play football on the best team in the league. One of the first things
you will do after signing the contract, is attend a press conference.
Typically at these sorts of events there are cameras and reporters,
and the general manager of the team stands and announces the fact
that they have just signed you to their team. What usually happens
next is that you will hold up your new jersey (with your name on
the back of course), and you will put it on to the flashes of cameras
around you.

Now consider this question: at what point did you officially become
a member of the team? Was it with the jersey and reporters, or was
it when you signed the contract? Of course, you became a member
of the team when you signed the legal document. One of your first
acts as an “employee” was to obediently and publicly declare your
standing on that team.



You can think of baptism in a similar way. Rather than saving you or
making you a part of the Kingdom of God, baptism is a symbolic way
of declaring the fact that the Lord Jesus has saved your life. He has
signed you to the Kingdom and you stand and publicly obey Christ
as one of the first things you do in your new role as a forgiven and
redeemed child of God.

| WAS BAPTIZED AS AN INFANT IN MY PREVIOUS
CHURCH, DOES THIS MEAN | NEED TO BE
RE-BAPTIZED?

In short, the answer to this question is yes. Nowhere in the Bible does
it indicate that infants are baptized and a defense of this position
from Scripture is speculative at best. In fact, prior to the Third
Century A.D., the practice of baptizing infants within the church was
nonexistent. Unfortunately, this understanding of baptism comes
more from tradition than from what God clearly teaches us in the
Bible. Again, we must return to the simple principle that belief and
repentance must be present in a believer’s life before baptism can
be practiced. Since an infant can neither repent of sin nor actively
place faith in Christ or even declare this to the church, the practice of
baptizing infants is not in accordance with God’s Word.

SO WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED?

As we've discovered, there are only two requirements for baptism
according to Scripture: belief in Christ and repentance from sin. In
short, only a believer in Jesus Christ—someone who has turned from
disobedience to God and surrendered his or her life to Jesus as Lord
and Savior—can rightfully be baptized declaring the work of the
Lord in transforming his or her life.
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WHY SHOULD | BE BAPTIZED?
Is baptism even necessary?

Now that we’ve seen what baptism is and how it relates
to us, we turn to the question of whether it is essential or
not. You may not have thought much about baptism prior
to picking up this booklet, or maybe you’ve just shelved
the notion in your mind for a later date. You may be
thinking that it seems a little strange to get into a tank
of water and immerse yourself in front of the church.
You may be thinking that this seems like a needless act;
something religious and passé. After all, salvation is by
grace through faith alone in Christ, right? Maybe you’ve
even outright refused to be baptized, defiantly rejecting
God’s Word and allowing pride to soak into your life.

If youre thinking any
of these things,

> TRUTH :
not alone. In fact, at this =

moment in church history, There has never been a
there are likely more time in the history of the
unbaptized followers of Church where the practice ?f
J th th h baptism was abandoned. It’s
esus than there Nave heen practiced uninterruptedly
ever been. Many of US fom

Jesus until today.
do not consider baptism
until it’s spoken of from

the pulpits, and very few seek out the act on their own.

Again, we need the Bible to teach us whether or
not baptism applies to us today. We need God’s
Word to be the final authority in our lives. Over
our personal opinions, over our

pride, over our
indifference, over our

ignorance, we need God’s
opinion on the matter. So what, if anything, does

the Bible have to say on the necessity of baptism?



DOES THE BIBLE PROVIDE REASONS
FOR ME TO BE BAPTIZED?

The answer to this question is an absolute YES! Over and over
again, the Bible calls those who believe in Jesus to be baptized.
Examine the following passages and fill in the biblical reasons for
being baptized:

Reason 1: Himself was baptized (Matthew 3:13-17)
Reason 2: The Apostles it (Acts 2:38;10:48; 22:16)
Reason 3: It allows me to publicly my love for Jesus

(Matthew 10:32-33)

Reason 4: commanded it (Matthew 28:18-20)

Which reason to you is the strongest? If this were the only reason,
would it be enough?

GETTING BAPTIZED ALSO
PUBLICLY ASSOCIATES ME WITH
CHRIST'S WORK.

¢ Read Romans 6:1-4 and determine what Paul associates with
baptism. In baptism, the believer is submerged under water
associating him or her with what two things in Christ’s work
(v2-4a)?

¢ In baptism, the believer is also brought up from the water
associating him or her with what else in Christ’s work (v4b)?

e Read Acts 22:16. What does the prophet Ananias associate
with baptism?




I’M TERRIFIED OF BEING BAPTIZED. | REALLY DON’T LIKE
STANDING UP IN FRONT OF PEOPLE AND | GET REALLY
NERVOUS SPEAKING PUBLICLY. IS THERE SOME OTHER WAY I
CAN GET BAPTIZED?

This is a very common feeling. Even most pastors get nervous every
time they stand to speak—and they do it week-in and week-out! If
you feel anxious, frightened, or even panicked about standing and
giving your testimony, you’re in the company of almost everyone
who has gone before you. Public speaking is a nerve-racking
experience, and can be a great source of stress.

That said, your baptism will be unlike almost every public speaking
engagement you’ve endured. The reason for this is very simple: The
Holy Spirit will assist you in your baptism. John’s Gospel account
records some incredible words of encouragement in 15:26-16:15. Here,
Jesus promises the Holy Spirit will come and “bear witness about
him.” We learn that this witness is not simply an academic recall of
information about Jesus, but rather a genuine testimony through our
lives in which we are guided into truth, and glorify the Son through
our lives.

T R U T H m  What that means is this: when

m  you stand in the tank and declare
In the New Testament Jesus Christto be Lord it will
there is no such thing be the Holy Spirit who speaks

as an unbaptized believer throughyou.You canhave
. . confidence that the Spirit will
in Jesus Christ. If you

] . take over as you testify with
believed, you were baptized. boldness about the incredible

——— - story of Jesus in your life.

So no, you can’t be baptized outside the public setting, but rest
assured that the Spirit of God will greatly assist in your testimony.

SO WHY GET BAPTIZED?

To sum it all up we’ve seen not only the clear commands from the
Apostles and our Lord that all believers in Jesus Christ are to be
baptized, but we’ve also seen how baptism supremely symbolizes
our public association with Christ in death, burial and resurrection
for the cleansing of our sins. The Bible is clear, if you’re a believer in
Jesus, you ought to be baptized.



WHAT DOES
BAPTISM ACCOMPLISH?

A Look at the Results of Baptism...

We close out our study with looking carefully
at what God’s Word says about the outcome
of baptism. When a person obediently follows

Christ, professes his or her saving faith in

Him alone before a body of believers and |
this person is baptized, what happens?

Is there something special added to
that person? What comes of baptism?

To answer these questions we’ll turn

to a few passages that outline for

us the lasting results of baptism.
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ONE RESULT THAT DOES NOT COME
FROM BAPTISM:
Read Ephesians 2:1-10

e Both verses 1 and 5 direct us to a state that we were in before
our salvation in Jesus Christ. What is that state?

e Verse 5 points us to the reverse of that state. What is it and who
does the work to bring it about?

e What in the character of God compels Him to act? (v3,4)

«  What significant word is repeated three times in verses 5-8?
What does that word mean?

e According to verses 8 and 9, what role if any do we play in
our salvation?




¢« Verse 9 contains the phrase, “not by works.” Do you think that
baptism is considered a work?

e From your study would you say that baptism, in any way,
provides salvation?

TWO RESULTS THAT DO COME
FROM BAPTISM:

Read 1 John 5:1-5

e Inverses1and 5, John states what the foundation of our
salvation is. How exactly do we receive Jesus as our Lord and
Savior and be “born of God?"

* In verses 2-4, John points us to the critical act of obedience to
the commandments of God. What according to God’s Word,
happens when we obey God’s commands?




Read Romans 6:1-11

*  How many times do these verses refer to the word “die” in
any form?

e Summarize in your own words what verse 11 says.

e In stressing the fact that we must die to our sin, Paul mentions
the practice of baptism in verses 3-4. Remembering that
salvation is not a result of baptism, what does baptism have to
do with this discussion?

| HAVE HEARD IT SAID THAT BAPTISM WASHES AWAY
SIN. IN FACT, 1 PETER 3:21 EVEN SEEMS TO ALLUDE TO
THIS FACT. HOW DO YOU EXPLAIN THAT?

Rightly understanding what 1 Peter 3:21 says is the key to unpacking
this difficult question. Peter writes in 1 Peter 3:21:

Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a
removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Within 1 Peter 3 there are two excellent clues to help us understand
just what Peter is getting at. First, the context of Noah and the great
global flood is mentioned just prior to this, and when baptism is
mentioned it is in contrast to this physical flood. In fact, Peter even
notes that baptism saves not by washing away physical dirt, but
goes on to say that salvation, rather than being physical comes
from an “appeal to God for a good conscience.” This is just another
way of saying, “a request for forgiveness of sins and a new heart,”
and confirms for us the fact that the actual act of baptizing in



water accomplishes nothing for us in terms of salvation. Second,
Peter goes on to note that baptism itself has no effect unless it is
previously anchored in the “resurrection of Jesus Christ,” namely,
what Jesus has done for us. Again, it is not the act of baptism itself
that does anything, but the anchoring of faith in Christ.

SO WHAT DOES BAPTISM ACCOMPLISH?

In summary, we’'ve seen that though baptism plays no part in
salvation, it does provide great assurance and blessing as one obeys
Jesus’ command, as well as public identification with our Savior’s
death, burial, and resurrection through the symbolic act of being
immersed in water.






TELLING
YOUR STORY



HOW DO | TELL WHAT GOD HAS DONE?

Your personal testimony is a natural introduction to sharing the
gospel of Christ. Using the following guidelines will help you develop
your own story of what God has done in your life. Remember...

1. You are a unique person in God’s eyes! Let God be original in you.
You have your own story to tell, and the telling will lift up and
glorify Jesus Christ.

2. God’s power shows up best in “weak” people. Paul writes in 1
Corinthians 2:1-5, “And |, when | came to you, brothers, did not
come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech
or wisdom. For | decided to know nothing among you except
Jesus Christ and him crucified. And | was with you in weakness
and in fear and much trembling, and my speech and my message
were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of
the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might not rest in the
wisdom of men but in the power of God.”

3. Ask God to give you insight into how He has worked in your life.

4. Don’t think of sharing with a group, but rather, with an individual.
You do not need to be a speaker, just one who has the riches of
Christ and now wants to share those riches with another person.

5. As you write, avoid Christian terminology. If you must use some,
be sure to explain what you mean by it. The non-Christian is not
familiar with Bible language. Avoid using denominational names
as well (i.e. "l grew up Catholic...").

6. To help you as you prepare, read Acts 22, 23, and 26. Note Paul’s
“before,” “how,” and “after.” Guide your testimony around these
three areas.

WHAT WAS YOUR LIFE LIKE BEFORE YOU MET JESUS?

Spend a brief time on “before.” This is not a biography from
childhood. It is best to start at a time in life that relates to your
experience with Christ. If you became a Christian as a child, thank
God for the years you have known Him. We often think that the
only exciting testimonies are those of people who have experienced
much sin. Remember, anything God does in a life is exciting. Christ
did not experience sin, but He did relate to people.



WHEN DID YOU MEET JESUS?

Be as specific as possible. The Holy Spirit often convinces people
that they should receive Christ when others are sharing how they
received Him. However, many people cannot remember the exact
circumstances of receiving Christ. Remember the "when" is not as
important as the assurance that Christ is in your life.

WHAT IS YOUR LIFE LIKE NOW THAT YOU
KNOW JESUS?

Be practical. Explain how you are continuing to grow as you learn to
follow Jesus as your Lord. Be realistic—don’t create the illusion that
all things are perfect, including you. Share how Christ is the problem-
solver, meeting all your insufficiencies. Some areas where you may
see changes are:

Relationships

Atmosphere in the home

Bad habits

Adjusting to change

Inner peace and new attitudes

Goals in life, changing

Priorities

Surrendering to God vs. being in control

God'’s love and forgiveness

Fulfillment and peace of mind

New perspective on life

Freedom from fear

Assurance of eternal life



MY STORY FOR MY BAPTISM: WHAT
GOD HAS DONE IN ME.

Use this page to write your testimony

e What was your life like before you met Jesus?

*  When and how did you meet Jesus?




e What is your life like now that you know Jesus?

e Why do you want to be baptized?
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NEXT STEPS



AFTER COMPLETING THIS BOOKLET,
IF BAPTISM IS SOMETHING YOU’D
LIKE TO PURSUE, CONTACT US AT:

Email: connect@highpoint.church
Phone: call 630-281-4800
Website: www.highpoint.church/nextsteps

We hold baptisms during our services based on need and interest.
Baptism services usually occur 4-5 times a year.

CHECKLIST FOR MY BAPTISM

The date of my Baptism

What time should | get there?

Where should | go?

WHAT SHOULD | BRING WITH ME?

We want to make your baptism experience as easy as possible, so
we provide the following:

e T-shirt and athletic shorts to wear in the tank
e Towel
e Tote bag to carry your wet items

e Hair dryers and brushes

WHAT SHOULD | DO BEFORE THAT TIME?

e Pray. As you prepare to be baptized, ask God for clarity as you
speak, and peace for any anxiety.

¢ Practice. Go over your testimony. Pay careful attention to the
words you are using and try to avoid jargon if at all possible.

e Promote. Invite your friends and family to attend your baptism.
This is a great memory for you and those close to you, as you
publicly declare your relationship with Jesus.



NOTES







